Opinion Writing

Debate

Should Matt \
Get a Smarlphone"*

He says yes! His mom says no.

It's up to you to decide who makes

the best argument.

Directions: Read both letters. Then complete the chart on the next page.

Dear Mom,

You've always taught me never to give up on my dreams. [ didn't give up trying
to make the travel basketball team. I didn’t give up on becoming a juggler. | know
you wouldn't want me to give up on my latest dream: to get an iPhone 6 for my 10th
birthday.

Did you know that 56 percent of kids ages 8 to 12 have cell phones? That means
millions of kids all around America already have phones. How could so many grown-
ups be wrong? Of course, you can set rules about my phone, just like we have rules

about video games and computer time. | promise we won't get into fights about
it. Eighty-four percent of parents whose kids have a phone say that the
phone doesn’t cause them to fight more.
[ know that having a phone is expensive. | have $46 saved up, and
I can use that to pay for my phone. I get $5 a week for allowance. I can
spend all of my allowance to help pay the monthly bill for the phone.
And guess whose life is going to get better when 1 have a phone?
Yours! The next time you forget to pick me up at basketball practice, |
can text you so I'm not stranded for an hour, and you won’t
have to feel guilty. What do you think? How about you
I'll even text me your answer—to my new iPhone 6!

helppay kL ove, Mat™

forit!
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Should Matt get a phone';

Matt and his mom both give good reasons that support their argumems.. E

Find three reasons in each letter and write them on the lines below. mm:l
Then decide who wins and explain your decision. *
Who wins?

r r
Matt's reasons Mom's reasons
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